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Origins and Evolution of Meta—synthesis Approach

AN Xiao—mi"*? ,MA Guang— hui' ,SONG Gang*
(1.School of Information Resource Management, Renmin University of China,Beijing 100872, China;
2.Key Laboratory of Data Engineering and Knowledge Engineering(Renmin University of China) ,Beijing 100872, China;
3.Smart City Research Centre(Renmin University of China) ,Beijing 100872 ,China;
4.Institute of Remote Sensing and GIS, Peking University,Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: To explore the evolution and development patterns of Meta— synthesis Approach, this study conducts compre-
hensive analysis of time,background. theme, methodology and conclusion based on systematic review of literature. Find-
ings from this paper reveal that, the development of over 30 years’ history of the Meta— synthesis Approach can be divid-
ed into 5 stages of theoretical foundations, inheritance and development, application deepening, maturity promotion as
well as innovation and sublimation. Furthermore, existing achievements indicate that, social practice is the driving force,
the development has gone through the path from theory exploration to practical application, the whole procedure has the
features of cross—discipline, and trends from unification to differentiation have been elaborated in this paper.

Key words: Open Complex Giant Systems; Meta— synthesis; Hall for Workshop of Meta— synthetic Engineering; Knowl-

edge Engineering; Noetic Science; Philosophy;Collaborative Innovation
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